
Home Rule Charter of the Municipality of Nenana 
PREAMBLE: We, the People of Nenana, in order to imum local control of local affairs and of the future 
achieve common goals, to support individual rights, to development of the area in and about our present com- 
form a more responsible government, and to secure max- munity, hereby establish this Charter. 

ARTICLE I 
NAME.  BOUNDARIES A N D  POWERS 

Section 1.010 Name 
The municipal i tv shal l  be known as Nena- 

na.  The mun ic iPa l i t v  m a v  use the n a m e  
"Municipal i ty of Nenana" whenever i t  is to 
the advantage of the munic ipa l i tv  to do so. 

The boundaries of the municipal i tv shall in- 
clude a l l  areas wi th in  the City of Nenana on 
the date of rat i f icat ion of this Charter. The 
boundaries m a y  be altered i n  the manner pro- 
vided bv law. 

The municipal i tv m a y  exercise a l l  powers of 
home ru le  cities not Prohibited bv  law or  bv 
tMs Charter. 

Section 1.020 Boundaries 

Section 1.030 Powers 

ARTICLE I1 
T H E  ASSEMBLY 

Section 2.010 Powers; Composition; Te rm 
The legislative Power of the municipal i ty 

shall be i n  the Assemblv. The Assemblv shall 
consist of six Assemblv-members who shall 
be elected at  large for three-vear terms f rom 
seats designated as seats A, 6. C. D. E. and F .  
The terms of office of the Assemblvmembers 
shall be staggered so that the terms of two of 
them expi re each vear. 

Section 2.020 Qualifications 
(a )  A candidate for Assernblvmember or  

Mavorshal l  b e d  quali f ied voter of the rnunici- 
Pal i tv and shall have been a resident of the 
municipal i tv, o r  of land annexed to the muni -  
c i p a l i t v ,  f o r  a t  least  t w e l v e  mon ths  i m -  
mediatelv preceding his or  her nomination. 

(b) The Mavor  m a v  not hold anv other corn- 
Pensated m u n i c i p a l  e m p l o v m e n t  o r  anv  
elected Partisan Political office while serving 
as Mavor  o r  Assemblvmember. Fo r  purposes 
of this paragraph. a school d is t r ic t  ernplovee 
is  not a municipal emplovee. 

( c )  NO Assemblv member m a v  act as a 
mun ic ipa l  depar tment  head whi le  holding 
elect ive office as an Assemblv member. The 
Assemblv shall adopt a conflicts of interest 
ordinance to further regulate and balance the 
interests of the citizens in unbiased sovern- 
ment. 

Section 2.030 Mavor  
(a )  The Mavor  shall preside at  meetings of 

the Assemblv and m a y  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  a l l  
Assemblv meetings to the same extent as an 
Assemblvmember. but m a y  not voteexceot i n  
cabe of a t ie or  to cast the deciding vote i f  a 
proposed ordinance or  resolution receives the 
af f i rmat ive vote of three Assernblvmembers. 

(b )  Except as Provided in oaragraph (c )  of 
this section, the Mavor  m a v  veto anv ordi- 
nance, resolution, motion or  other action of 
the Assemblv, and m a v  bv  veto str ike or  re- 
duce i tems in appropriat ion ordinances. The 
veto must  be exercised and submitted to the 
Assemblv wi th  a wr i t ten explanation bv the 
next regular meeting of the Assemblv. The 
Assernblv, bv  the vote of f ive Assemblvmem- 
bers. m a v  override a veto anyt ime wi th in  21 
davs of i ts  exercise. 

( c )  The veto does not extend to: 
( 1 )  Aooropriat ion i tems in a school budget 

ordinance; 
( 2 )  Actions of the Assemblv sit t ing as a 

board of equalization o r  adiustment; 
( 3 )  Actions re la t ing to  the adoption or  re- 

Peal of a manager Plan of government; 
( 4 )  Actions where the Assemblv sits as an 

admin is t ra t ive agencv rev iewing the deci- 
sions of another administrat ive agencv; or  

( 5 )  Voting contests or  election aopeals. 
Section 2.040 Mavor  P ro  Tern 
A t  the f i rs t  regular meeting following each 

regular election, the Mavor  shall nominate 
and the Assemblv shall conf i rm an Assemblv 
member to act as Mavor  dur ing the absence 
or  disabi l i ty of the Mavor .  Provisions shall be 
made bv  general ordinance for succession to 
the off ice of Mavor  Pro Tern. 

Section 2.050 Meetings 
(a )  The Assemblv shall meet i n  regular ses- 

sion at  least once each month at such t imes 
and Places as shall be Prescribed bv general 
ordinance. The M a v o r  or four  Assemblv-  
members m a y  cal l  special meetings. 

( b )  The Assemblv bv general ordinance 
shall determine i t s  own ru les and order of 
business, including Provisions for reasonable 
notice to the public and to the Mavor  and a l l  
Assemblvrnembers of regular  and special 

meetings. The Assemblv shal l  mainta in  a 
iournal of i ts Proceedings as a public record. 

( c )  Four  Assemblvmembers shall consti- 
tute a quorum; however. a smaller number 
m a v  recess f rom t ime  to t ime  and compel the 
attendance of absent members as Prescribed 
bv general ordinance. 

Section 2.060 Voting 
( a )  Except to fill vacancies i n  the Assernblv 

or  to ComPel the attendance of absent mem-  
bers, the Assembly m a v  ac t  onlv bv  the 
af f i rmat ive vote of four Assemblvmernbers 
or  of three Assemblvmembers and the Mavor .  

( b )  A ro l l  ca l l  vote shall be taken on author- 
izations for the expenditure of funds and on 
the Passage of ordinances. Upon request of an 
Assemblvmember. a rol l  cal l  shall be taken 
on anv question, and a record of the a f f i rma-  
t ive and negative votes shall be entered i n  the 
iournal. 

( c )  A vote bv secret ballot mav  be taken 
onlv to conf i rm a Mayor  Pro Tern o r  other 
Assemblv officer or to f i l l  Assemblv vacan- 
cies. 

(d )  Unless otherwise Prohibited bv  law or  
this Charter, every Assemblvmember pre-  
sent a t  an Assemblv meeting shall vote on 
each question Presented for Assemblv action 
unless excused bv the af f i rmat ive vote of a l l  
remain ing Assernblvrnernbers able to vote on 
the question. 

Section 2.070 Compensation of Assernb- 
lvmembers and Other Elected Off icials 

( a )  The Assemblv bv general ordinance 
shal l  de te rm ine  the sa larv ,  i f  anv. of the 
Mavor .  Assemblvmembers and other elected 
off icials of the municipal i tv. No increase in an 
Assemblvmember's salarv or other recurr ing 
compensation on a f ixed basis shal l  t ake  
effect unt i l  the Assemblv meeting fol lowing 
the regular election after the ordinance has 
been adopted. With the aporoval and author- 
ization of the Assernblv. Assemblvrnembers. 
theMavorandotherelectedofficiaIs m a y  also 
receive their actLa1 and fiecessary expenses 
incurred in the Performance of their duties of 
off ice. 

(b) The salarv of the Mavor  and of elected 
off icials other than Assemblvmembers m a v  
not be diminished dur ing their terms of off ice 
without their consent, unless the salarv of a l l  
elected off icials of the municipal i tv. including 
Assemblvmembers. isdiminished in the same 
oroportion or  on the same basis. 

Section 2.080 Boards and Commissions 
( a )  The Assembly bv  ordinance mav  estab- 

l ish boards and commissions. The ordinance 
creating anv board or  commission shall pre- 
scribe the PurPoSe, powers and duties of the 
board or commission and the qualifications 
and terms of office of the members. I f  the 
m e m b e r s  a r e  a o o o i n t e d .  t hev  s h a l l  b e  
appointed bv the Mavor  unless otherwise ex- 
Presslv Provided in th is  Charter. Apooint- 
ments are subiect to Assernblv confirmation. 
A quorum of anv board o r  commission. and 
the number of members required to approve 
an action, shall be a ma io r i t v  of i ts  mem-  
bership. 

( b )  The Assemblv bv  ordinance m a v  create 
or  designate itself to be a board of review, 
adiustment or  equalization 

Section 2.090 Clerk 
( a )  The M a v o r  shal l  nominate and the 

Assemblv shal l  con f i rm  a municipal Clerk 
who shall: 

( 1 )  Give notice of  the t ime  and Place of 
meet ings of the Assemblv l o  the Assem.b- 
Ivmembers, the Mavor  and to the Public; 
(2) Attend meetings of the Assemblv and 

keep the iournal of i ts Proceedings; 
( 3 )  Ar range  Publication of notices. ord i -  

nances, and resolutions; 
( 4 )  Mainta in  and make available for publ ic 

inspection indexed files containing a l l  muni -  
cipal ordinances, resolutions, rules, regula- 
tions. and codes; 

Charter or  bv  the Assemblv. 

off icers as designated bv the Assemblv. 

Mavor .  

Emplovees 

(5) Attest deeds and other documents; 
( 6 )  Per fo rm other duties prescribed b v  this 

( 7 )  Per fo rm the duties of other municipal 

( b )  The Clerk serves at  the pleasure of the 

bection 2.100 Other Officials, Advisors and 

The Assemblv bv ordinance m a y  create 

offices, including legal counsel and other Pro- 
fessional advisors and staff as the municioal- 
i t v  m a y  require. Each such office shall be fil- 
led bv nomination by the Mavor  subiect to 
confirmation by the Assernblv. 

Section 2.1 10 Assemblv Apellate Powers 
The Assemblv shall act as an aPoeals board 

for  a l l  appeals f rom decisions of municipal 
boards, agencies and commissioner of the 
municipal i tv. and as an election contest Panel 
for  chal lenges to determinations made bv 
election officials i n  the course of elections. 
The Assemblv shall Provide bv ordinance for 
Procedures for the expeditious resolution of 
such appeals and contests. 

ARTICLE Ill 
LEGISLATION 

Section 3.010 Action Requir ing An Ordinance 
In  addition to other actions required by  law 

o r  this Charter to be done bv  ordinar,ce, the 
Assemblv shall use ordinances to: 

( 1 )  Authorize the levying of taxes; 
(2) Authorize the borrowing of monev; 
( 3 )  Adopt a budget or capital spending plan; 
( 4 )  Establish service areas or  assessment 

districts; 
( 5 )  Provide for a f ine or other penalty o r  

establish a ru le  or regulation for the violation 
Of which a f ine or  other penaltv is imposed; 

( 6 )  Authorize the convevance or  lease of 
anv interest in lands of the municipal i tv; 

( 7 )  Establish, alter, or  abolish municipal 
departments of the municipal i tv. 

( 8 )  Adopt. modifv or repeal the comprehen- 
sive Plan. land use and subdivision regula- 
tions. bui lding and housing codes, and theoff i-  
cia1 map:  

( 9 )  Adopt  o r  amend  a n  admin i s t ra t i ve  
code; 

(10) Grant, renew or  extend a franchise; 
( 1 1 )  Regulate the rate charged bv a Public 

u t i l i ty .  
Section 3.020 Introduction and Enactment 

of Ordinances 
(a )  Eve rv  proposed ordinance shall be in- 

troduced in  wr i t ing in the fo rm Prescribed bv 
general ordinance. Each ordinanceshall have 
a t i t le  which is an informative summary of the 
contents of the ordinance. Each ordinance 
shall be confined to one subiect unless i t  is an 
ordinance establishing a budget or one codifv- 
ing. rev is ing or  rearranging exist ing ordi- 
nances. Ord inances establ ish ing budgets 
shall be confined to that subiect. 

( b )  An  ordinance m a v  be introduced bv an 
Assemblvman or  the Mavor .  Following intro- 
duction and upon approval of three Assemblv- 
men. the Clerk shall Publish a notice contain- 
ing the t i t le  of the ordinance, the t ime and 
Place for a Public hearing on the ordinance, 
and the t ime  and place where copies of the 
ordinance are available. The Public hearing 
shall fol low publication bv at  least f ive davs. 

( c )  Copies of a Prooosed ordinance adv- 
anced to Public hearing must be available to 
a l l  Persons Present at the hearing. or  the ordi- 
nance must  be read in full. The Assemblv 
shall hear a l l  interested persons wishing to be 
heard, but mav  l im i t  the t ime  available to 
each interested person to testifv or  comment 
in any reasonable manner. After the hearing, 
the Assemblv shall consider the ordinance 
and m a y  adopt i t  w i th  or  without amendment. 

(d )  I f  an amendment shouldchangethesub- 
stance of an ordinance so that the Previouslv 
Published t i t l e  no longer gives reasonable 
notice of i ts  contents, then a new t i t le  shall be 
given to the ordinance, and the amended ordi- 
nance shall be scheduled for another public 
hearing and be published and considered as 
Provided in ParagraPhv ( b )  and ( c )  of this 
section. This same procedure shall be fol- 
lowed for  anv fur ther  amendments which 
change the substance of an amended ordi- 
nance. 

(e) An ordinance takes effect upon adoption 
or a t  a later date soecified in the ordinance. 
Ordinances shall be attested bv  the Clerk and 
bv the Mavor .  

( f )  Cooies of al l  adopted ordinances shall be 
Printed and made avai lable to the public. 

Section 3.030 Emergencv Ordinances 
(a)  To meet an emergency. an ordinance 

m a y  be introduced and adopted at  the same 
meeting. An emergencv ordinance shall con- 
ta in  a f inding that an emergencv exists and a 



s t a t e m e n t  o f  the f a c t s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  the 
emergencv. A reasonable attempt shall be 
m a d e  to no t i f v  the M a v o r  and a l l  absent 
Assemblvmembers upon introduction of an 
emergencv ordinance. The a f f i rma t i ve  vote 
of a quorum of Assemblvmember is required 
for  adoption of an emergency ordinance. An 
emergencv ordinance is effect ive for sixtv 
days unless sooner repealed bv  resolution. 

(b )  An emergencv ordinance m a v  not be 
used to levv taxes, to authorize the lease or 
convevance of anv interest in lands of the 
munic ipa l i tv .  to grant .  renew or  extend a 
franchise, or  to regulate the rate charged bv a 
Public u t i l i ty .  

( c )  The M a v o r  m a v  veto an  emergencv 
ordinance in the manner Provided bv  Section 
2.030(b). except that he must exercise the veto 
Power. if at  all. w i th in  f ive davsof adoption of 
the emergencv ordinance. 

( d )  As used in this section. "emergencv" 
means an unfureseen occurrance or circumst- 
ance which has created a substantial r isk of 
imminent  h a r m  to persons or orooertv which 
can be reduced or  prevented by immediate 
legislative action. 

Section 3 040 Adoption Bv  Reference 
The Assemblv bv  ordinance m a v  adopt bv 

reference a standard code of regulations or a 
Portion of the statutes of the State of Alaska. 
The Procedure under section 3.020 of this 
Char te r  appl ies to a n  ord inance adopted 
under this section. 

Section 3.050 Codification 
The Assemblv shall provide for codification 

o f  a l l  Ordinances o f  genera l  aPPl icat ion 
adopted bv  the Assemblv. The in i t ia l  code 
shall be completed no later than two vears 
af ter  adoption of this Charter. Fol lowing ore- 
Paration of the init ial  code of ordinances. a l l  
ordinances of general application and oerma- 
nent or  indefiniteduration shall tie adopted as 
amendments or additions to the code. 

Section 3.060 F i le  of Ordinances and Resoiu- 
tions 

The Clerk shall mainta in  a s a  public record 
a Permanent f i le of a l l  ordinancPs and resolu- 
tions adopted bv  the Assemblv. whether or  not 
codified. 

Section 3.070 Recodification of Ordinances 
The Assemblv shall consider the question of 

whether the municipal ordinances shall be re- 
codified not leSS often than everv f ive vears. 

ARTICLE tV 
E X E C U T I V E  BRANCH 

Section 4.010 Executive and Administrat ive 
Powers of Mavor  

ta l  Unless and unti l  a manager plan of gov. 
ernment nas been adopted as provided In this 
ar t ic le ,  the execut ive and  admin i s t ra t i ve  
Dower Of the munic;Dalitv is vested i n  the 
Mavor .  As chief executive and administrat ive 
off icer the Mavor  shall. 

( 1  I Appoint a l l  heads of municipal depart- 
ments. subiect to Assemblv contirmatlon, 

( 2 )  Appoint. suspena, or  remove municipai 
emplovees and adminlstrat ive officials, ex- 
CePt as otherwise required bv tnis Charter. 
law. or  general ordlnance. 

( 3 )  Prepare and submlt an annual buaget 
and caoital improvement program tor c o n s d  
erat ion bv the Assemblv. and execute the 
budget and caoi ta l  improvement p rog ram 
adopted bv  the Assemblv. 

( 4 1  M a k e  nerioaac t lnanc ia l  reports ana 
other reports on municioal fanances and op- 
erations as required bv the Assemblv. 

( 5 )  Serve as municipal personnel o f f icer ,  
(6) Perform other duties required ov Idv or 

(b l  The administrat ive or executive po.ver 
of the Mavor  to appoint. suspend or  remove 
department heads m a v  not be delesated bv 
the Mavor  without a dulv adooted ordinance 

( c l  A l l  emolovees, administrat lve off icials 
ana  deoar tmen t  heads apootnted Ov the 
Mavor  serve at the pleasure of the Mavor  

(d) The Assemblv shall adopt a personnel 
ordinance wi th in  ninetv davs 01 the effect ive 
date of this Charter. 

Section 4.020 Manager Plan 
(a1 The municioal i tv mav  adopt a manager 

Plan ot government 
(b l  When the oooulation of the municioal- 

i tv .  as shown b v  the most recent municipal 
census, exceeds 3.500 people. the Assemblv 
shall have a manager plan prepared within 
twelve months of the census. and shall submlt 
i t  to the voters for their dooroval in accord- 
ance wi th  this section. Adoption of a manager 
Plan m a v  also be prooosed at  anv t ime bv 
i n i t i a t i v e  pe t i t i on  or  b v  resolut ion of  the 
Assemblv. 

(C) Upon receipt of the petition or upon i ts 
Own motion. the Assemblv shall Provide bv  
ordinance or resolution for a vote on the ques- 
tion at  the next regular or  special election. 
Notice of theelection shall be Published three 
times, wi th  the f irst oublicafion at least 30 

the Assemblv 

davs before the election. 
( d l  I f  the manager Plan is aoproved bv the 

voters, the Assemblv shall adopt the plan bv 
general ordinance. 

(e)  Upon adoption of a manager plan. the 
Assemblv shall appoint a manager. The man-  
ager shall be chosen solelv on the basis of his 
executive and admin is t ra t ive abilities and 
shal l  receive the comPensation set bv the 
Assemblv. An Assemblvmember may not be 
appointed manager sooner than one Year af- 
ter leaving office. unless such appointment is 
aoproved bv the vote of f ive Assemblvmem- 
bers. 

( f )  Subiect t o  anv contract of emplovment, 
the municipal manager holds office at  the ple- 
asure of the Assemblv. 

(9 )  I n  theabsenceordisabilitvof themana-  
ger. the Assemblv shall appoint a terporary 
manager. I f  the office of manager becomes 
vacant, the Assemblv shal l  appoint a new 
manager. 

(hl A manager plan which has been adopted 
m a y b e  repealed in the same manner pro- 
vided for i ts  adoption. 

Section 4.030 Powers of Mavor  After Adop- 
tion of Manager Plan 

The powers of the Mavor  specified i n  A r t i -  
cles I t  and I l l  of this Charter shall not be 
affected by  adoption of a manager plan, and. 
except for the power to introduce ordinances 
and resolutions before the Assemblv. mav  not 
be exercised bv a manager or other municipal 
administrator. A l l  other Dowers and duties of 
the Mavor  m a y  be assigned to a municipal 
manager  o r  administrator.according to a 
manager plan of government adooted under 
this article. 

ARTICLE V 
ELECTIONS 

Section 5.010 Regular Elections 
A regular election shall be held annuallv on 

the f i rs t  Tuesdav in October, unless otherwise 
specified bv general ordinance. The date of 
holding regular elections shall not be changed 
by the Assembly wi th in  one vear pr ior  to the 
date of th,e regular election affected. 

Section 5.020 Qualification of Voters 
To vote in anv municipal election, a person 

must  be: 
(1  1 A quali f ied voter of the State of Alaska; 

and 
( 2 )  A resident of the municipal i tv for at 

lease 30 davs immediately preceding the elec- 
tion. 

Section 5.030 Nominations 
(a )  Candidates for  elective municipal office 

shal l  be nominated b v  a petition signed bv at  
least5quali f ied votersof the municioal i tv. A l l  
nomination oaperscomprising a petition shall 
be assembled and f i led in person wi th  the 
Clerk dur ing office hours as one instrument 
not earl ier than 90 davs or  later than 30 davs 
before the election. No nominating petition 
m a y  be accepted unless accompanied bv the 
nominee's signed acceDtance of the nomina- 
tion. 

(b )  No Person m a v  be a candidate for more 
than one Assemblv seat. o r  a candidate for an 
Assemblv seat and Mavor. i n  the same elec- 
tion. No Person m a v  hold more than one seat 
as a n  Assembly member o r  a seat as Assem- 
blv member and Mavor  at  the same t ime. 

( c )  No  person m a v  b e  a Candidate f o r  
Assemblv member or  mavor  until thev have 
been a resident of the municipal i tv for  twelve 
months or  more. Residencv shall be calcu- 
lated to the date of election. not the date the 
candidate files his o r  her  Petition. 

Section 5.040 Election Procedures 
A l l  municipal elections shall be nonpart i-  

san. The Assemblv bvgenera l  ordinanceshall  
establish procedures for regular and special 
munic ipa l  elections. including provisions for 
absentee voting. 

Section 5.0% Determination of Election Re- 
sults 

The candidate who receives the highest 
number of votes in excess of 40 percent of the 
votes cast for the off ice or  seat for which he 
seeks election shal l  be declared elected. I f  no 
candidate for a Part icular seat or office re- 
ceives more than 40 percent of the vote; cast 
for that seat o r  office. the Assembly, wi th in  
three weeks f r o m  the date of Certificafion of 
the election. shall hold a runoff election be- 
tween the two candidates receiving the high- 
est number of votes for the office. 

A R T I C L E  V I  
I N I T I A T I V E ,  R E F E R E N D U M  A N D  R E -  

Section 6.010 Powers of In i t ia t ive and Re- 
ferendum Rqserved 

( a )  TheDowersof in i t ia t iveand referendum 
a re ' rese rved  for  exercise bv  the People of 
Nenana. The Powers of initiat.ive and referen- 
dum do not aoDIv to establishing budgets, f ix- 
!no mill levies. authorizina the, issuance of 
bonds. or a m r o p r i a t i w  funds. 

. C A L L  

~ (b )  A petition for  in i t ia t ive or  referendum 
shall be signed bv  a number of qual i f ied vo- 
ters equal to a t  least 25 percent of the number 
of voters who cast ballots a t  the last regular 
municipal election. When the pooulationof the 
municipal i ty. as shown bv the most recent 
munic ipa l  census. reaches 7,500, the number 
of signatures required shall Be 15 Percent of 
the number of voters who cast ballots at the 
last regular election. 

( c )  Consistent wi th  law and this Charter. 
the procedure for, and the effect of. the exer- 
cise of the powers of ini t iat ive and referen- 
dum shall be as Prescribed bv general ordi- 
nance or, in the absence of general ordinance. 
as prescribed bv law 

Section 6.020 Recall  
(a)  An elected or  appointed off icial m a y  be 

removed f rom office bv  the voters in the man- 
ner provided by law. 

( b )  A pet i t ion to p lace the recal l  of an 
elected or appointed off icial before the voters 
shall be signed bv a number Of qualified vo- 
ters equal to at least 25 Percent of the number 
of voters who cast ballots a t  the last regular 
municipal election. When the Population of the 
municipal i tv. as shown bv the most recent 
munic ipa l  census. reaches 7,500, the number 
Of signatures required shall be 15 aercent of 
the number of voters who cast ballots at the 
last regular election. 

A R T l C L E  VI1 
Section 7.010 Comprehe.nsive P LA NN~N G Plan 

The Assemblv b y  ordinance shall adopt and 
implement, and f r o m  t ime  to t ime modifv, a 
comprehensive p lan  set t ing for th  policies, 
goals and standards governing the future de- 
velooment of the municipal i ty. 

Section 7.020 Planning Commission 
There shall be a Planning Commission con- 

stituted as Provided bv general ordinance. 
ARTICLE V l l l  

SERVICE AREAS A N 0  ASSESSMENT DIS-  
TRICTS 

Section 8.010 Differential Propertv Tax Zones 
The munic ioa l i tv  m a v  bv ordinance estab- 

!ish. alter or  abolish dif ferential tax zones to 
Provide and levv for services not Provided 
general ly wi th in  the municipal i tv or  a dif fe- 
rent level of'service than that provided gener- 
a l lv  wi th in  the municiDali tv. 

Section 8.020 Assessment Distr icts 
( a )  The Assembly bv ordinance m a y  estab- 

l ish assessment distr icts to Provide and f i-  
nance capi ta l  improvements bv means of an 
assessment, or services bv means of a tax 
IeVV. The assessment or  levv shal l  be prop- 
ortionate to the benefit received f rom and the 
burden imposed upon the improvement o r  ser- 
vice. The Assembly b v  general ordinance 
shall Prescribe uni form cri teria for allocating 
the Cost Of  the improvement or  service wi th in  
an assessment distr ict.  

(b )  An  assessment d is t r ic t  mav  be created 
o r  extended onlv wi th  the aooroval of the 
Propertv owners who would bear more than 50 
Percent of the estimated cost of the improve- 
mentsor  services. An assessment d is t r ic t  cre- 
ated to finance a capital improvement m a y  be 
dissolved bv Assemblv resolution at  any t ime  
af ter  the district's share of the cost of the im- 
Provements has been paid. An assessment 
distr ict created to finance a service m a v  not 
be dissolved without the approval of the prop- 
ertV owners who bear more thav 50 percent of 
the cost of providing the service. 

( c )  A special assessment for capital im- 
provements,  w i t h  in terest  and  co l lect ion 
charges. is a l ien on the Prooertv assessed, 
second onlv to propertv taxes and pr ior  spe- 
c ia l  assessments. 

(dl A special assessment may  not be con- 
tested bv c i v i l  act ion unless the action is  
brought wi th in  60 davs after confirmation of 
the assessment rol l .  

(e) Ac, account o r  accounts for each special 
assessment distr ict shall be created and kept 
separate f r o m  a l l  other municipal accounts. 
Revenues collected wi th in  a special assess- 
ment  d is t r ic t  mav  be aDDlied onlv to costs in- 
curred wi th  respect to that assessment dis- 
tr ict.  

ARTICLE I X  
EDUCATION 

Section 9.010 School Board 
(a1 The svstem of publ ic schools for the 

munic ioa l i tv  shall be operated b v  a School 
board of f ive members who shall be elected at  
large for  three-vear terms f rom seats desig- 
nated as seats A. 0,  C, D, and E. 

(b)  The municipal i ty mav create advisory 
school board seats bv  ordinance. 

( c )  A candidate for School Board shall be a 
qual i f ied munic ipa l  voter, and resident of the 
munic ioa l i tv  for one Year immediately pre- 
ceding the election. 

(d )  When the average dai ly membership is 
less than 5,000, the municipal i ty may, bv ordi- 
n9nce concurred in bv a maior i tv  of the Dis- 



t r i c t  School Board, provide for a School Board 
of seven members. 

(e)  When theaveragedai lv  membershipex- 
ceeds 5.Q00, the School Board shal l  have seven 
members. 

Section 9.020 Powers of the School Board 
The School Board has the powers and duties 

provided by law, including, but not l imi ted to, 
the power and dutv  to: 

(1) Formulate pol icy for ooemtion of the 
schools ; 

( 2 )  Appoint and Provide for suspension and 
removal of school personnel, including the su- 
perintendent; 

( 3 )  Serve as a board of Personnel appeals 
for the School Distr ict;  

( 4 )  Generallv supervise School Distr ict fis- 
cal affairs, including PreParation andsubmis- 
sion of the annual budget 

Section 9.030 Joint Conferences 
The Assemblv and School Board shall meet 

a t  least two t imes vearlv in ioint session to 
discuss and coordinate f inancial planning. 
capital improvement needs. and other ma t -  
ters of mutual  interest. 

Section 9.040 Budget and Six-Year Plan 
( a )  The Superintendentof Schoolsshall sub- 

mit to the School Board at  such t ime as the 
Board directs a proposed budget for the next 
fiscal Year and a proposed six-vear Program 
for capital improvements and fiscal policies. 
The Board shall hold at least one public hear- 
ing on the prooosed budget and orogram be- 
fore they are submitted to the Assembly. and 
at  least one public hearing after Assemblv 
action i f  the total amount is dif ferent. The 
Proposed  b u d g e t  a n d  p r o g r a m  sha l l  be 
aporoved and submitted to the Assemblv at 
least 90 davs before the end of the current 
fiscal Year of the School Distr ict.  

(b)  The Assemblv m a v  increase o r  de- 
crease the budget of the School Dis t r ic t  onlv 
as to total amount of i ts  share. 

( c )  The Assemblv shall aoorove the budget 
o f  t he  School  D i s t r i c t  as  a m e n d e d  a n d  
aoprooriate the necessarv funds at least 60 
davs before the end of the fiscal Year of the 
School D i s t r i c t .  I f  the Assemblv fa i l s  t o  
aporove the School Dis t r ic t  budget and make 
the necessarv aporopriat ion wi th in  the t ime  
stated. the budget orooosal shall become the 
budget and aporooriat ion for the fiscal Year of 
the School Dis t r ic t  without fur ther  Assemblv 
action. 

ARTICLE X 
F I N A N C E  

Section 10.010 Fiscal Year 
The Assemblv b v  general ordinance m a v  

change the fiscal Year of the municioal i tv. 
The Assemblv b v  genera l  ordinance m a y  
change the f iscal Year of the School Dis t r ic t  to 
the extent Permitted bv law. A change in  fis- 
cal Year m a v  not take effect unt i l  at least one 
vear after enactment of the change. 

Sect ion 10.020 Six-Y ear Program 
A t  least 90 davs before the end of the fiscal 

Year of the municipal i tv the Mavor  shall sub- 
m i t  to the Assemblv, wi th  recommendations 
f r o m  the Planning Commission. a six-vear 
program for publ ic services, fiscal policies 
and capital improvements of the municipal- 
i tv .  The program shall include estimates of 
the effect of capital imorovement oroiects on 
maintenance. operation and personnel costs. 
The Assemblv shall hold at  least one public 
hea r ing  on the s ix-year  p r o g r a m  o r io r  to 
adoption. 

Sec t i on  10.030 O p e r a t i n g  a n d  C a p i t a l  
Budget 

At  least 90 davs before the end of the fiscal 
Year of the municipal i tv the Mavor  shall sub- 
m i t  to the Assemblv a Prooosed operating and 
capital budget for  the next fiscal vear. The 
fo rm and content of the budget shal l  be consis- 
tent wi th  the proposed Six-Year program. The 
Mavor  shal l  submit wi th  the budget an analv- 
sis of the fiscal implications of all tax levies 
and programs. 

Section 10.040 Budget Hearing 
The Assembly Shall hold at least two public 

hearings on the orooosed ooerating and capit- 
a l  budget for the next fiscal vear, including 
one hearing at least 21 davs after the budget is 
submitted to the Assemblv. and one hearing 
at  least 7 but  not more  than 14 davs before the 
adoption of the budget. 

Section 10.050 Assemblv Action on the Muni -  
cipal Budget 

The Assembly m a v  increase o r  decrease 
anv item, and m a v  add or  delete items, i n  the 
Proposed ooerating o r  capital budget of the 
municioal i tv. The Assemblv shall approve the 
budget of the munic ioa l i tv  as amended and 
aoProPriate the necessarv funds at least 21 
days before the end of the fiscal Year of the 
municiDalitv. If the Assemblv fai ls to aoorove 
the budget and make the necessarv aoprop- 
r ia t ions wi th in  the t ime  stated, the Mavor  
shall ca l l  the Assemblv to a special meeting 

eachdav until such t imeas the Assemblvdoes 
approve  the budget and  m a k e  necessarv 
appropriations. A t  each such special meeting. 
the agenda shal l  be confined to the budget and 
appropriations. 

Section 10.060 Reduction and Transfer of 
ApproPriations 

(a )  If the Mavor  determines that revenues 
w i l l  be less than aporooriations for a f iscal 
vear, the Mavor  shall so report to the Assem- 
b l y .  The Assembly m a y  reduce appropria- 
tions as it deems necessarv. No aPDrooriation 
m a v  be reduced bv more than the amount of 
the then unencumbered balance. 

( b )  Except  as t o  the school budget. the 
Mavor  rnav transfer a l l  of Dart of any unen- 
cumbered balance between categories wi th in  
a n  approor id t ion.  The School Board m a v  
transfer oar t  o r  a l l  of any unencumbered ba- 
lance between categories wi th in  the approp- 
r ia t ion for the school budget. Except as to the 
school budget, the Assemblv m a v  transfer 
oar t  o r  a l l  of anv unencumbered balance f rom 
one aporooriat ion to another. 

Section 10.070 Lapse of Appropriations 
At  the close of the fiscal vear, an unencum- 

bered aPproPriation shall laspe in to the fund 
f rom which aporooriated. An aPPropriation 
for  capi ta l  improvement .  or  i n  connection 
wi th  requirementsof federal andstategrants. 
shall not lapse unt i l  the purpose of the approp- 
r ia t ion has been accomplished or  abandoned. 

Section 10.080 Administrat ion of the Budszt 
(a )  No pavment shall be made. or obligation- 

incurred except i n  accordance wi th  doprop- 
riations. Obligations otherwise incurred are 
void. The Assembly bv  general ordinance 
m a v  provide for exceptions in the case of tax 
refunds and other routin? Pavments. 

( b )  The Assemblv bv ordinance m a v  autho- 
r ize a contract, lease, or obligation requir ing 
funds f rom future approoriations. A lease or  
purchase agreement wi th  respect to acquisi- 
tion of a Capital improvement valued in ex- 
Cessof $1.000.000 is not val id unti l  approved by 
a ma io r i t v  of thequali f ied voters voting on the 
question. 

Section 10.090 Competitive Bidding 
The Assemblv bv general ordinance shall 

provide for Competitive bidding for goods and 
services and shall make provisions for any 
exceotions i t  deems appropriate. 

Section 10.100 Financial Audit 
The Assembly shall provide for an annual 

independent audit of a l l  municipal accounts 
bv a cert i f ied publ ic accountant. The audit 
shall be comoleted within 90 davs following 
the close of the fiscal vear. 

Section 11.010 Taxing Authority 
(a )  The taxing Power of the municipal i tv is 

vested SOlelv in the Assemblv. The taxing 
Power m a v  not be surrendered. delegated. 
Suspended or  contracted awav except as oro- 
vided bv law. 

( b )  No sales tax ordinance or orooertv tax 
ordinance shall be val id unt i l  ra t i f ied bv a 
ma io r i t v  of those voting on the question at a 
regular o r  special election. 

( c )  Pr ivate leaseholds. contracts or  other 
interests i n  land or  oropertv owned or  held bv  
the United States. the state, or  other pol i t ical 
subdivisions shall be taxable onlv to the ex- 
tent of the fa i r  marke t  value of the pr ivate 
interest. 

Section 11.020 Tax Procedure 
(a )  The Assemblv bv general ordinance 

shall adoot procedures for tax assessment, 
levv and collection. The procedures shall pro- 
vide for  assessment of prooertv at fu l l  and 
t rue value, except as otherwise Provided bv  
law, and for noticeof assessment. appeal, and 
iudicial review. 

(b )  ProDertv taxes, wi th  collection charges. 
Penalties. and interest are f i rs t  liens uoon 
Prooertv. 

( 

ARTICLE X I  
TAXATION 

ARTICLE XI1 
M U N l C l  P A L  BORROWING 

Section 12.010 Authority 
The municipal i tv m a v  borrow money for 

anv public purpose. and issue i ts  evidences of 
indebtedness thereof. 

Section 12.020 Limitat ions 
(a )  No general obligation bonded indebted- 

ness m a v  be incurred unless authorized bv  the 
Assemblv and rat i f ied bv a ma io r i t v  vote of 
those in the municipal i tv voting on the ques- 
tion, exceot that refunding or  revenue bonds 
m a v  be issued without an election. 

(b )  Tax  or  revenue anticipation notes shall 
be repaid wi th in  twelve months f rom their 
date of issuance. When the taxes or  revenues 
anticipated are not received within this time, 
the Assemblv m a y  renew the notes for a 
period not to exceed twelve months. 

Section 12.030 F o r m  and Manner of Sale 
The Assemblv by  ordinance shall provide 

for the f o r m  and manner of sale of bonds and 

notes including reasonable l imi ta t ion upon 
the sale of bonds and notes. 

Section 12.040 Act ions Cha l l eng ing  the 
Validity of Obligations 

An action challenging the val idity of obliga- 
tions of the municipal i tv or  of an election or  
tax, levv wi th  respect to an obligation may  be 
instituted onlv wi th in  30 davs after the adop- 
tion of theordinance or ,-esolutionorcertifica- 
tion the election results. as the case mav  be. 

Section 12.050 Proceeds f r o m  Saleof Obliga- 
tions 

Proceeds derived f rom the sale of obliga- 
tions shall be used solelv for the purpose for 
which the obligations were issued, or for pay. 
ment of principal or  interest or  other charges 
w i th  respect to the obligations. 

ARTICLE X l l l  

Section 13.010 Municipal Utl i t ies 
( a )  Each municipal u t i l i tv  shall beoperated 

in accordance w i th  the general standards 
common to ut i l i t ies providing the same ut i l i tv  
service. (b) Each  munic ipa l  u t i l i t v  shal l  have a 

Separate budget wi th in  the annual municipal 
budget. The accounts of the utilities shall be 
Separatelv kept and classified i n  accordance 
wi th  un i form accounting standards generallv 
orescribed for Public ut i l i t ies providing the 
same ut i l i tv  service. 

( c )  The Assemblv shall Prescribe rules and 
Procedures for the operation and manage- 
ment  of municipal utilities. 

Section 13.020 DisPosal of Uti l i t ies 
The municipal i tv m a v  sell, lease, grant a 

franchise for  o r  otherwise dispose of a muni -  
cipal u t i l i tv  onlv Pursuant to an ordinance or  
ini t iat ive proposition doproved bv  three-fifths 
of the qualified voters on the question. 

PORT AUTHORITY A N D  OTHER I N D E -  
PENDENT 

BOARDS. COMMISSIONS A N D  AUTHOR- 
IT IES 

Section 14.010 Power to Establish 
( a )  The municioal i tv, bv general ordinance 

approved bv a maior i tv  vote at a regular or 
soecial election. may establish independent 
boards. commissions and authorities for the 
PurDose of Operating, managing and regula*- 
ing revenue Producing oropertv. functions 
al;d activi t ies of the municiPal i tv. The proper- 
tv. functions and activi t ies to be ooerated, 
managed and regulated shall be specified bv 
general ordinance. 

( b )  The terms of office of members of the 
boards, commissions and authorities estab- 
lished pursuant to this section shall be pre- 
scribed b v  the ordinance establ ishing the 
board, commission or  authoritv. Members 
who are appointed mav  not be removed ex- 
cept for violation of this Charter, fai lure to 
meet theprescribed qualificationsof office, or 
other good cause. “Good cause” shall be de- 
fined bv  general ordinance. 

Section 14.020 Powers of Boards, Commis- 
sions and Authorities 

The powers and duties of a board, commib- 
sion or authoritv established Pursuant fo this 
section shall be prescribed bv the ordinance 
creating i t .  The powers which m a v  begranted 
include, but are not l imi ted to, the power to. 

( a )  Sue and be sued in the name of the 
board, commission or  authority. provided 
that no suit m a v  be brought bv  the board, com- 
mission or authority against the municipal i tv 
or another board. commission or  authorltv of 
the municipal i tv; 

( b )  Enter  into contracts for the Purchase, 
lease and Sale of real and Personal orooertv 
a f te r  such contracts  have been exoresslv 
apProved bv Assemblv ordinance or  resolu- 
tion; 

( c )  Enter  into Personal services contracts 
necessarv to execute the Dowers and duties of 
the board, commission or  authority. a f ter  
such contracts have been expresslv approved 
bv Assemblv ordinance or resolution; 

(d )  Propose to the Assrmblv and the rnuni- 
cipal voters franchises for theooera!ion of the 
orooertv or  of a function or  act ivi ty. or a por- 
tion thereof. administered bv the board. com- 
mission or  authoritv; 

(e) Propose salaries for emolovees of the 
board, commission or authority, which shall 
be effect ive and m a v  be Paid onlv after thev 
have been doproved bv  Assemblv ordinance 
or  resolution; 

( f )  Issue revenue bonds which are secured 
bv and pavable solelv f rom the revenue of the 
oropertv, functions davs before their effect ive 
date. After Assemblv review. a l l  rules and 
regulations not vetoed bv the Assemblv shall 
be filed wi th  the municioal Clerk and be main-  
tained by the Clerk as a publ ic record i n  a code 
of municipal rules and regulationb. 

Section 14.040 Por t  Authoritv 
( a )  The Por t  of Nenana. which includes the 

r i ve r  faci l i t ies at Nenana along the Tanana 

M U N I C I P A L  U T I L I T I E S  

ARTICLE X I V  



Rive r  and  the Nenana River ,  the Nenana 
Munic ipa l  Airport.  and those related faci l i t ies 
Of the Alaska Railroad at  Nenana. shall be 
managed by a Por t  Author i ty  which shall 
have iurisdict ion over the planning, regula- 
tion. ooeration. use and development of the 
Por t  of Nenana 

(b) The Por t  Authority shall consist of three 
m e m b e r s  who shal l  be aPPolnted bv  the 
M a v o r  fo r  s ix-vear  terms. subiect to con- 
f i r m a t i o n  by the Assembly. The te rms  of 
off ice of the members shall be staggered so 
that the t e r m  of one of them shall expire every 
second year. The Por t  Authority shall select a 
Presiding off icer f r o m  among its members. 

( c )  Upon recommendation of the Port AU- 
thori ty, the Assembly by general ordinance 
m a y  increase the membership of the Port Au- 
thori ty bv  up to four additional members The 
in i t ia l  t e r m  of any members added pursuant 
to this oaragraoh shall be prescribed bv ordi- 
nance. 

(d )  The Por t  Authority shall have the POW- 
ers specified i n  section 14.020 of this art lcle. 

Section 14.050 Conflicts of Interest 
( a )  N O  member of the Por t  Authority shall 

be a por t  user or  franchisee. or  an employee. 
Officer or  agent of a port user franchisee. 

(b)  No member of any board, commission 
O r  authority established Pursuant to this a r t i -  
cle shall be: 

(1) Employed. other than as a member, by 
the board, commission or  authority; 

( 2 )  An officer, agent or  employee of a per- 
son employed by the board. commission or  
authoritv; 

( 3 )  An officer, agent or  employee of any 
Per:On cranted a franchise for the operation 
Of the Propertv or  of a function or act iv i tv  of 
the board, commission or authoritv; 

(4) A member of the household or  related 
wi th in  the th i rd  degree of consanguinity of 
any Of those specified in SubDaragraohs ( 1 ) .  
( 2 ) .  and ( 3 )  of this Paragraph. 

( C )  Any member of a board. commission or 
authority established by or pursuant to'this 
ar t ic le  who knowinglv violates any provision 
Of this Charter shall be removed f rom office 
immediately. Proceedings to remove a mem-  
ber  of a board, commission or  authoritv Shall 
be heard and determined bv the Assembly i n  
accordance wi th  appellate procedures or, in 
the absence of appl icable appellate proce- 
dures. by Procedure consistent wi th  the re- 
quirements of constitutional due Process. 

ARTICLE X V  
CHARTER A M E N D M E N T  

Section 15.010 Proposal 
Amendments to this Charter m a v  be prop- 

osed by ordinance approved bv  at least four 
Assemblvmen.  bv  a Char ter  Commiss ion 
established according to law. or bv init iat ive 
petition. . Section 15,020 Election 

Proposed amendments to this Charter shall 
be submitted to the Qualified voters of the 
munic ioa l i tv  a t  the next regular or  special 
election occurring more than forty-f ive davs 
after adoption of the ordinance, the f inal re- 
port of the Charter Commission, or cert i f ica- 
tion Of the init iat ive Petition. 

Section 15.030 Ballot F o r m  
Whenanamendment to thisCharterisproP- 

osed for  adootion bv  the voters, the ballot 
proposition shall indicate any present word- 
ing to be changed bv  the bal lot oroposition, as 
well as the oroposed new wording. i f  any. A 
bal lot oresented or  offered must  be worded in  
the aff irmative. 

Section 15.040 Effect ive Date 
I f  a proposed amendment to this Charter is 

approved by three-fifths of the Qualified vo- 
ters vot ing on the proposition, i t  becomes 
effective at  the t ime  set in the amendment or. 
i f  no t i m e  is  set, th i r tv  davs after cert i f icat ion 
of the results of the election. 

ARTICLE X V I  
G E N E R A L  PROVISIONS 

Section 16.010 Conflict of Interest 
( a )  An  elected or  aPOOinted off icial of the 

munic ipa l i ty  shall not Particioate in any off i-  
c ia l  act ion where he or she or a member of the 
person's household has a substantial financin- 
a l  interest. Such person m a v  make a disclo- 
sure of the specific and direct interest to the 
Assemblv and the Assembly m a v  aPProve 
such involvement by a maior i tv  of the Assem- 
b l v  or  of the body of which he or  she is  a mem-  
ber. The Assembly by  general ordinance m a y  
adopt additional orovisions defining conflicts 
of interest. 

( b )  The Assembly bv  general ordinance 
shall adoot oroceduresdealing wi thconf l ic to f  
interest on the pa r t  of municioal emolovees. 

Section 16.020 Munic ipa l  EmOlOyment of 
Elected Off icials 

(a )  For one Year after leaving Office. an 
Assemblvmember or  School Board member 

m a v  hold no COmOenSated municipal office or  
emPlovment which was created, or the salarv 
or benefits of which were specially increased 
dur ing the Assemblv or  School board mem-  
ber's last Year in office bv the body of which he 
or  she was a member. This Paragraph does 
not aPolY to emPloYment by or election to a 
Charter Commission. 

(b)  A n  independent contractor  engaged 
through competit ive bidding does not hold 
municipal emplovment for purposes of this 
section. 

Section 16.030 Discrimination in Emplov-  
merit Prohibited 

N O  Person may  be discriminated against i n  
any municioal employment because of race, 
age. sex, mar i t a l  status, color, ooliticel or re- 
I i g i O U S  a f f i l ia t ion,  o r  i ia t ional .or ig in .  The 
Assemblv mav  bv ordinance c lar i fy  this pro- 
vision to further pruhibit  unlawful discrimina- 
tion. 

Section 16.040 Public Meetings 
( a )  A l l  mee t ings  of the Assemblv.  the 

School Board and other boards, commissioner 
and authorities shall be public. The Assembly 
bv general ordinance shall adopt procedures 
for greatest reasonable public notice of a l l  
meetings. At  each such meeting the Public 
sha l l  h a v e  reasonable opoor tun i t v  to be 
heard. subiect to the Assembly's privi lege to 
l i m i t  the amount of t i m e  individuals m a y  
speak. An  executive session may  be held to 
discuss Pending l i t igation or any mat ter  the 
immediate Public knowledge of which would 
tend to affact adverselv the finances of the 
mUniCiPalitv or  to defame or preiudice the 
character or reputation of any  person. The 
general mat ter  for consideration t i 1  executive 
session shall be expi-esszs in the motion cal l-  
ing for the session. No OfFicial action m a y  be 
taken in executive session. 

(b) Except in on emergencv as defined bv 
section 3.03OCc) of this Charter, the Assembly. 
School Board. and a l l  municipal boards, com- 
missions and authorities may take no off icial 
action between the hours of twelve midnight 
and 7:OO O'CIock a.m.. actual t ime  Action 
taken in violation of Ihis paragraph i s  void. 

Section 16.050 Oath i  of Office 
Mun ic ipa l  off icers, before tak lng otf ice. 

Shall take and subscribe to the following oath 
or a f f i rmat ion:  "I solemnlvswear (o r  a f f i r m )  
that I w i l l  SUPWrt and defend the Constitu'tion 
of the United States. the Constitution and laws 
of the Stateof Alaska and the Charter of Nena- 
ria;, and tha t  I w i l l  fa i th tu l lv  pe r fo rm the 
duties of ------- to the best of m y  abi l i ty " 

Section 16.060 Continuation i n  Office 
Each elected municipal officer shall con- 

tinue to serve unt i l  his successor qualifies and 
takes office. 

Section 16.070 Vacancies in Elect ive or  
Appointive Office 

(a )  An elective or  appointive office becom- 
es vacant i f  the incumbent: 

( 1 )  Ceases to meet any QUatifiCations pre- 
scribed for the office by this Charter; 

( 2 )  Resigns; 
( 3 )  Dies; 
( 4 )  I s  iudicial lv determined to be incom- 

petent; 
( 5 )  I s  convicted of a felony or a misde- 

meanor involving mora l  turpitude: 
(6) Knowingly violates-anv prohibition of 

this Charter; 
( 7 )  Fa i ls  to attend three consecutive regu- 

lar  meetings of the bodv of which he I S  a mem-  
ber without being oreviouslv excused by a 
ma io r i t v  of the remain ing members of the 
bod v . 

(b) The Assemblv bv  general ordinance 
m a v  establish additional grounds for declar- 
ing vacancies in elective or apoointive office 

( c )  I f a  vancancvoccurson the Assemblvor 
the School Board. the M a v o r  or  presiding 
officer shall nominate and the Assembly or  
School Board conf i rm a quali f ied person to f i l i  
the vacancv wi th in  th i r tv  davs. The person 
appointed shall serve unti l  the next regular 
election. a t  which t ime  a successor shall be 
elected to serve the balance of the term.  The 
Mavor .  subiect to Assembly aPorovaI. shall 
aopoint a Quali f ied person to f i l l  a vacancy in 
any other elective or  aopointive office. 

Section 16.080 Annual Census 
An annual count of a l l  Permanent residents 

of the municipal i tv shall be performed by the 
municioal i ty during the month of August 

Section 16.090 Interpretat ion 
The Powers of the municiPal i tv shall be 

l iberal ly construed so that, except as express- 
ly. prohibited by  law o r  th ischar ter ,  the muni- 
c ioa l i ty  may exercise any Power that a home 
ru le  borough or  ci ty of the Stateof Alaska m a v  
lawfu l ly  exercise. The mention of a Part icular 
power in this Charter shall not beconstrued as 
limiting the w w e r s  of the municipal i ty. 

Section 16.100 Separabilitv 
I f  any provision of this Charter is held in- 

valid, other provisionsof thechar ter  shall not 
be affected. I f  the application of this Charter 
or  anv of i ts  provisions to a person or c i r -  
cumstance is  held inval id. the apolication of 
the Charter and i ts  orovisions toother persons 
or  circumstances shall not be affected. 

Sect ion 16.1 10 Oef i n  i I ions 
( a )  "Aporopriation" means a unit of fund- 

ing Provided for  bv the Assembly i n  the muni. 
cipal budget. An approoridtion m a y  be specl- 
f ic as to Part icular expendituresor general as 
to a n  ent i re  department or  agencv. as the 
Assembly deems aoorooriate. 

( b )  "Categories" means actual Proposed 
expenditures to be made f r o m  an approorid- 
tion. 

( c )  "General ordinance" means an ordi- 
nance which is codified and incorporated i n  
the municiPal code of ordinances 

(d )  "Init iat ive" means the process of enact- 
ing a charter amendment. ordinance or re- 
solution by vote of the people without Assem- 
b lv  action. 

(e)  "Laws" means those Portionsof the sta- 
tutes of the State of Abaska and the Constitu- 
tions of the State of Alaska and of the United 
States which a r e \ a l i d  l imitat ionson theexer- 
CiSe of legislat ive and executive Dower bv 
home ru le  governments. 

( f )  "Munic ipa l i ty"  means the home ru le  
municipal i ty of Nenana created upon rat i f ica-  
tion of this Charter. 

( 9 )  "Referendum" means the processof re-  
pealing a charter section. ordinance or resolu- 
tion bv  vote of the peoole without Assembly 
action. 

( h )  "Prooertv Owner" for purposes of Ar t i -  
cle V I I I .  Service Areas and Assessment dis- 
tricts. means a person designated bv the own- 
er  or  owners of the real property to vote on the 
question of a soecial assessment. Such a vote 
may,  by general ordinance. be welghted bv 
square footage. valuation. improvements. 
PrOPertv use or  other reasonable cri terta 

( i) "Resident" means a person whose habl- 
tual. Phvsical dwell ing place is wi th in  the 
area in Question and who intends at a l l  t imes 
relevant to mainta in  h isdwel l ing Place i n  that 
area. 

ARTICLE X V l l  
TRANSITION 

Section 17.010 Effect ive Date 
This Charter is effective immediatelv upon 

cert i f icat ion of the election at  which i t  i s  rati. 
fied. 

Section 17.020 Municipal Officers and E m -  
ployees 

Each elected officer of the City of Nenana, 
Alaska holding off ice on the effective date of 
this Charter m a y  continue to hold off ice as a 
comoarable officer of the municipal i tv unt i l  
his te rm has expired. Appointed officers and 
emoloyees m a v  continue in  office or  employ- 
ment unti l  the expiral ion of their terms of 
office, i f  anv, or unt i l  they have been removed 
or  their off ice or  Position abolinhed. 

Section 17.030Assets, Rights and Liabi l i t ies 
No asset, r ight  or l iabi l i ty of the City of 

Nenana. Alaska exist ing on the effective date 
of this Charter shall be affected in anv man-  
ner bv the adoption of this Charter. but shall 
continue as assets, r ights  and l iabi l i t ies of the 
municioal i tv. 

Section 17.040 Continuance of Actions and 
Proceedings 

The adoption of this Charter shall not abate 
or  otherwise affect any action, cause of ac- 
tion, claim, proceeding. c iv i l  or  cr iminal, by 
or  against the Citv of Nenana and which had 
accruedat thet imeof  theeffect ivedateof this 
Charter. A l l  actions and proceedsings shall 
continue in the name of the municipal i tv. AD- 
o(ications, petitions. hearings. and other oro- 
ceedings pending on the effective date before 
the City of Nenana. Alaska shall continue un- 
affected bv  the rat i f icat ion of this Charter. 

Section 17.050 Pr ior  Legislation Preserved 
The Code of Ordinances of the Citv of Nena- 

na. Alaska and a l l  other ordinances, resolu- 
tions and rules of the Nenana City Council. to 
the extent that they m a v  be reconciled wi th  
this Charter, shall continue in effect unt i l  re- 
Pealed or  amended. 

Agreed uoon by the members of the Charter 
Commission at Nenana. Alaska, this 10th day 
of June, 1982. 

James Coghill, Chairman 
John 8 .  Coghill 
Steven Bainbridge 
John Burgasser 
Robert Chambers 
Wi l l i am Spear 
Garv, Demeintieff 


